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Serial No. 10/678,704 

Claim 1. (Previously Presented) A network el^ent, coti^rismg: 

a network processor equipped with a first processing environment and a plurality of 
network intMfaces to operate on data received from a communications network, and route or 
switch the data between network interfaces as the data passes through the network; and 

an intelligent interface including a second processing eovjromneat independent of ttie 
first processing environment of the network processor and capable of booting independent of the 
first processing environment of the network processor, the intelligent interface thereby being 
available to control the network element during a boot process of die first processing 
environment of the network processor, the intelligent interface further being equipped with an 
external communication port configured to int^ace with external resources using one of the 
Universal Serial Bus (USB) standards, and an intemal port configured to interface with the 
network processor 

Claim 2. (Canceled) 

Claim 3, (Original) The network element of claim 1, wherein the intelligent interface comprises 
a memory subsystem to enable the external port to store information independent of the network 
element. 

Claim 4. (Original) The network element of claim 1, wherein the intelligent interface comprises 
a power source independent of the network element. 

Claim 5. (Original) The network element of claim 4, wherein the power source is at least one of 
a power interface, a battery» and a fUel cell. 

Claim 6. (Original) The network element of claim 1, further comprising an intemal 
communications bus connecting between the network processor and the intelligent interface. 

Claim 7. (Original) The network clement of claim 6, wherein the intemal conrniumcations bus 
is at least one of a PCI bus and a SCSI bus. 
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Claim 8. (Original) The network element of claim 1, wh^ein the intelligent interface is 
configured as an interface to an extOTial storage resource. 

Claim 9-21. (Canceled) 
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